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Valedictorian: Kelly Chittarath

    From being the president of the National Honor Society to giving back to the community, no wonder Vy Le is 
the salutatorian for the class of 2016. 
   Vy loves a challenge, so it is no wonder she loved IB Physics. She also loves helping out the community. She 
spent a lot of her time volunteering on the weekends, or after school, helping others. You might also catch her 
watching videos of dogs with Abbi Heller. 
  Along with volunteering, Vy is in the National Honor Society, choir, and part of student council.  Vy is cur-
rently the president of NHS, but she was also the secretary in 2015. She also started singing in the Westy Singers 
during her freshman year. Her wonderful voice was added to the Show Choir the following year, and now she 
is in Raging Harmonies.    
   It wasn’t all easy for Vy. Managing her time with extracurricular activities, college and scholarship applications, 
and classes was very difficult for her, but she was able to do it with the help and support around her. 
  Vy is very thankful for Mrs. Heller helping her and pushing her to always do her best. Not only did she learn 
that revising poetry can take hours and hours, she learned that it takes a good mentor to succeed. She is very 
appreciative of all of her encouragement, especially her assuring texts before scholarship interviews.
   Vy is going to be attending the University of Colorado in Boulder majoring in computer science. 
   She shared some words of wisdom,“It’s really important to stay on top of things during high school, like mak-
ing sure you’ll reach all of your graduation requirements by senior year. One thing that helped me a lot this year 
was starting my college and scholarship essays during the summer of junior year, which let me focus more on 
my classes and also enjoy senior year.”

Vy Nguyen
News Editor Salutatorian: Vy Le

Theoren Schwarz
Entertainment Editor

   Kelly Chittarath earned the top rank of valedictorian because of her hard work and determination to succeed. She indeed has a bright future ahead of her.  She said, “I plan on attending CU 
Boulder and majoring in biology to pursue a career as a pediatrician. As of right now, I’ve received $22,000 in scholarships and financial aid for my freshman year in college. I also hope that 
by next year, I will finally get my license, or at least my permit, so Brandon Dickerson can finally stop teasing me about it.”  
   When asked what her favorite class was, she  said, “I absolutely loved my IB World Literature class. Not only is Portia Curlee one of the best people you’ll ever have the luck to meet, the class is 
very engaging, and it challenged me to think deeply about things I’ve never even thought about before. I also think it’s cool how people can vividly illustrate a story or experience in your mind 
by a play on words. Even though this is technically my first class of the day, and I literally can’t wake up before 8 a.m. anymore, I really try my best to because this class is definitely worth it.”
   IB literature teacher Portia Curlee said, “Kelly is a hard worker and devoted student.  She has never missed an assignment, and never turned in an assignment that is less than her best.  
Additionally, she is a lovely human being; she is humble, shows gratitude, is kind and friendly, and always offers a wonderful smile.” 
   In life, we all have experiences that impact us, and we, as human beings, learn from these experiences.  Kelly shared one of hers,
“As a result of finally ending a relationship that wasn’t working out anymore, I was able to grow mentally. I guess the moment when 
everything changed was when I realized I deserved better. I think this applies to every aspect in life, once you come to this realization 
there’s no turning back because you won’t settle for less. After achieving this mind set, I’ve been so much more motivated to chase 
after things I want and deserve,”
  Finding balance is important, and hard workers need to take time off to unwind and de-stress.  Kelly said, “Whenever I’m procras-
tinating on homework, or when I actually don’t have anything to do, I like to secure time for the people I love. Usually that means 
going to the movies or playing video games with my family (specifically Kathleen), or hanging out with my friends, whether that’s 
going hiking or just shopping. I love venturing out, but I also like Netflix and chilling by myself, too. I guess I’m just on both ends of 
the spectrum between being social and being alone.”
   During her high school career, she was involved in a variety of activities.  Kelly was in basketball, volleyball, track and field, student 
government, and the National Honor Society.  She has had an amazing high school career. 
   “All of my teachers have immensely helped me in my academic journey, but a teacher who really positively impacted me during 
my time in high school is Mark Kreger. He is someone who offers me meaningful advice when I need it the most. Also, he always 
welcomes me to use his classroom as a place of solace. I often do my homework or listen to music there during my off hours in the 
middle of the day.”
   Art teacher Mark Kreger said, “Kelly is a wonderful student that I loved having in my IB Art class when she was a junior. Although 
we are years apart in age, our birthdays are one day apart. Hers on October 7 and mine on October 8. We celebrated those with each 
other with a small personal gift exchange and Starbucks treats.  She also spent most of her free time in my classroom over these last 
two years in her favorite corner spot doing work for other classes, and working on general computer stuff. I love Kelly and will miss 
her deeply upon graduation.”
  Kelly has the following advice for the underclassmen,  “If you think the world owes you anything, you’ll end up with nothing worth 
deserving. With that being said, I hope you all find the courage to create a life you’ve always dreamed of having, not a life that you 
settled for. So, just make the most of your time here, whatever that means to you. Whether it’s going to all the football games, trying out for a musical, or taking a class that terrifies and excites 
you; I promise it’ll all go by in a flash.”
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Augustina Ekstrom
Sta�  Reporter

   Senior Jacquelyn Long, ranked third in the class of 2016, walked in Westminster High School 
this year determined and dedicated to � nish her senior year with a scholarship and grant. 
   Involved in IB World Literature, band, crochet club, National Honor Society, Powder Pu� , In-
ternational Baccalaureate, jazz ensemble, marching band, and pep show, she stands tall and proud 
for what she’s done these four years of high school.
  A� er � nishing high school, she plans on going to the Colorado School of Mines to major in Engi-
neering Physics. One of her favorite classes was IB World Literature with Ms. Curlee. “� e variety 

of books kept me interested and the environment was a di� er-
ent, and a better approach to learning,’’ explained Jacquelyn. 
Another valuable class she took that taught her about life was, 
“� e � eory of Knowledge class o� ered through the IB Diplo-
ma, impacted the way I view thinking,” said the senior. “� ere 
were so many unique seminars (like meeting Holocaust survi-
vors or ghost hunters) as it gave me another view of the world.”
  When Jacquelyn isn’t busy in school, she uses her creative side 
to do other things like crocheting. She explained that it’s a re-
laxing hobby and can create products for others to get great 
use out of. “I’ve made many scarves, beanies, and even multiple 
blankets that are baby blankets and full size.” 
 With the school year almost over, she would like to thank Por-
tia Curlee, who supported her through her junior and senior 
years in IB, and went out of her way to help when Jacquelyn 
struggled, whether it was a push o�  procrastination or gentle 
words when she had other problems. 
   Based on Jacquelyn’s own experiences throughout life and 
high school, she’d like to give advice for those who fall under 

the category of underclassmen. “Find a support system, whether it be a group of friends or a 
teacher. Having them there to help you through your academic and social hard times will make 
all the di� erence.”

Jacquelyn Long, 3rd
  
Jesse Butler
Commentary Editor

    Korina Salcido � nished o�  her senior year at Westminster High School ranked fourth in her 
class with the help and support of her favorite IB teachers, Mr. Lee, Ms. Curlee, Mr. Troy, Ms. 
Falconer and Mr. Clint Williams. 
   Her involvement in the IB program impacted the way she thought the last two years of her 
high school career which gave her the experience of knowing what intense pressure is like and 
how to truly appreciate the precious free time that she was given. Her favorite classes were 
both world literature and � eory of Knowledge because they both taught her di� erent ways 
of thinking, gave her di� erent perspectives of the world, and kept her open-minded about the 
world around her. 
   Along with enjoying her free time, she also got the once unknown strength to persevere to 
the end of tough situations and not ever give up on what she has been building up her whole 
high school career for. � roughout the last four years, Korina was involved in the National 
Honor Society, Link Crew, IB, cross country, the Parade of Lights, and the Downtown Denver 
Art Festival.    
  Outside of school, she enjoyed outdoor activities, hanging out with friends and family, and 
binge watching Net� ix.  Korina will be attending MSU and is planning to major in criminal 
justice.
   Korina’s advice to underclassmen is to participate in activities and sports as much as they 
can, but to not let that lead them away from the importance of education. She goes on to 
suggest � nding friends that are a good in� uence and would be willing to help you on your 
journey to success.

Korina Salcido, 4th

Yvonne Nguyen
Sta�  Reporter

   Brandon Dickerson is ranked 5th in the class of 2016.  � roughout high school, he has been involved in 
student government, National Honor Society, the IB Program, football, basketball, and baseball. His fa-
vorite classes were IB World Literature with Curlee, IB Physics with McGarvey, and IB � eory if Knowl-
edge with Troy. � ese classes have made him think on a deeper level and have helped him grow not only 
as a student, but a person as well. 
   During high school, Brandon had a learning experience that impacted his thinking on life, and that 
was his senior year. A� er he had gotten injured in football, he had learned that sometimes in life you 
have to sit on the sidelines and allow yourself to take some time and recharge. He said, “Failing is one of 
the hardest things to go through in life, but it is a necessary obstacle to overcome in order to advance. 
It is easy to give up and lose hope, but there are always chances in life to excel and push ourselves to be 
the best we can be. Everyone fails at some point, but everyone can unlock that drive to push through, 
and come back from adversity. It was through my biggest fails in life that I learned to get up and � ght 
for what I desire.” 
   For Brandon’s academic journey, he had some teachers/mentors that have helped him. � ere are so 
many teachers that has pushed him to succeed in and out of school, and they came from all around. 
� e ones that come to mind for him are Ms. Curlee, Mr. Lee, Coach Denison, Coach Mattei, Coach 

Albrandt, Mr. Dennis, Ms. Ilk and many others. � ey 
have all pushed him to become a better student, ath-
lete, and more importantly, a person. 
   During his free time, Brandon enjoys hanging out 
with his family, whether they would be watching mov-
ies, playing games, eating dinner, or just talking. � is 
is a relaxing time, and it creates more strong bonds 
between his family. He loves playing video games as 
well. “I guess I work out sometimes, but not too o� en, 
honestly,” he said.
   Brandon is going to be attending the Colorado 
School of Mines on the Daniel’s Fund Scholarship. He 
is undecided as of now, but is looking into majoring in 
Electrical or Mechanical Engineering.
   His words of advice are, “Have fun. High school is 
meant to be fun! Go to the football and basketball 
games, tryout for a team, join student government, 
have a lunch squad to eat and joke around with, do 
things that you will remember, and don’t be over fo-
cused on school. Create a balance where you can do 
well in school and have fun with your friends, this is 
what makes high school enjoyable.” 

Brandon Dickerson, 5th

Jesse Butler 
Commentary Editor 

   � anh Tu Nguyen is graduating sixth in the class of 2016. She gives a lot of the 
credit to Mrs. Heller, saying that she pushed her farther than she ever thought she 
could have went, and also wanted to stress how mean she can be and how ridiculous-
ly di�  cult her quizzes were, even though they were of good intentions. Her favorite 
classes, overall were all of her math classes because she loved the fact that she would 
get the reasoning and logic behind every problem that she was given. 
   She really enjoyed the experience that she got when she took her sociology class at 
Front Range, as she felt like it had a huge impact 
in her life. She went a week without technology 
as part of an experiment, which made her look 
at the world in a di� erent perspective, ultimately 
changing her outlook on everything around her. 
   During her four years at W.H.S., � anh Tu was 
involved in the Link Crew, National Honor Soci-
ety, student council, chess club and participated 
in the Knowledge Bowl. Outside of school, she 
taught Vietnamese to � � h graders at her church. 
In her free time, she likes to work on digital arts 
on Photoshop and Illustrator, and reads and 
plays tennis weekly.
    She wanted to tell underclassmen to take 
advantage of all the resources provided by the 
school like concurrent enrollment and AP and 
IB classes. She also wanted to stress to go to the 
Future Center as a senior to get all of the free 
money that you can get for college. She plans to 
further her education majoring in mathematics and education.

Thanh Tu Nguyen, 6th
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D’Angelo Martinez, 7th
Yvonne Nguyen
Staff Reporter   

   Ranked seventh in the class of 2016 is D’Angelo Martinez.
   Throughout high school, he has always shifted from favoring math to biology; how-
ever, since he’s involved with the Performing Arts department as a theatre technician, 
it remained one of his favorite classes. Sports was never his thing, so he got involved in 
the Performing Arts department as a theatre technician working with things like lights, 
sound, and other operations for both shows and concerts.
   After joining the IB Program as a Diploma student, it has really changed the way 
D’Angelo has thought about learning and has gotten motivation. IB has allowed him 
to challenge his thinking and become open minded. All of his IB teachers have played 
major roles in helping him become successful. He said, “If it weren’t for them challeng-
ing and pushing me to further my 
knowledge, I would have slacked off 
and taken the easy route.” 
   D’Angelo plans on majoring in 
Business Administration and is go-
ing to attend Colorado State Uni-
versity in Fort Collins as a full time 
student. Even though D’Angelo is 
working hard to be successful, he 
needs some time to relax. He an-
swered, “What is free time? Just 
kidding, after finishing my school 
work, I work a part time job and 
hang out with family and friends.”
   There are words of advice that 
D’Angelo would like to give and 
they are “Work as hard as possible 

and challenge yourself, for yourself, and you will be successful.”

Ingrid Solis, 8thJose Lopez Reyes
Staff Reporter

   Ingrid Solis has the honor of being ranked eighth in the graduating class of 2016. 
She plans to attend either Colorado State University or Metropolitan State University of Denver where 
she will majoring in Biology. 
   Ingrid’s favorite class was Mr. Lee's IB History of the Americas as well as Mrs. Williams’ literacy class. 
She had the most fun and learned at her full capacity. A good learning experience she has had were 
deadlines. IB has taught her that if you do not meet deadlines, there are serious consequences in the af-
termath.  Deadlines are throughout life, before she thought there would be numerous chances in life. For 
example, she refers to paying rent late, and you could be kicked 
out. When a deadline has ended, THAT'S IT. IT'S OVER. It is 
time to redesign yourself and start over. Moving on to another 
deadline and meet it with no complications. 
   It is rare for Ingrid to have any free time between work and be-
ing an IB student. When she has free time, she takes advantage 
and likes to hangout with her friends, 
   Ingrid is involved in various clubs at Westminster High School 
such as Outdoor Education, being a Link Commissioner, Nation-
al Honor Society, and a student council. 
   A teacher that has helped Ingrid was Mrs. Williams. She in-
spired Ingrid to join IB. She is the reason why she is currently in 
the program. Mrs. Williams pushed Ingrid to give her full poten-
tial. Ingrid also pushed herself to get 4.0 grades in all her classes. 
She believed in herself and pushed herself even harder when she 
did not receive a 4.0.
   “It's not always going to be easy, but the outcome will always 
be worth the struggle, when you walk across the stage to get your 
diploma.”

Jonna Lee, 9th
Theoren Schwarz
Entertainment Editor

   Ranked number nine for the class of 2016 is Jonna Lee, a 
senior who has learned to accept failure and recover from it. 
    She says it is not okay to fail, but if you know you are failing, 
you need to know how to recover in order to succeed and grad-
uate with your class. In her free time, she loves to read books, 
browse the web, and listen to music. 
   Her advice to all of us is, “Do your work. The teachers give you 
an assignment for a reason; to help you succeed. If you don’t do 
your work, you are simply setting yourself up for failure.” 
   Jonna has had a busy high school career, being involved in 
student council, MAP, and National Honor Society. She will go 
on to CSU in Fort Collins to get a major in computer science. 
She loved being in all her classes, but if she had to pick one, it 
would be her AVID class. The teacher she enjoyed being a stu-
dent of was Mr. Linenberger. 
   Her legacy will live on here at Westy, and she will truly be 
missed as she graduates in May. 

Shelly Lor, 10th
Augustina Ekstrom
Staff Reporter 

   Senior Shelly Lor is tenth in her senior class at Westminster High School and has high sets of goals for the after school part 
of life. At first, she walked in a building full of a world of teenagers, not only to learn in school, but to learn more about life.  
She said, “In my school, everything is always impacting my learning experience. Whether it is my teachers, friends, or myself, 
I believe that reading Catcher in the Rye, has opened my eyes to my world.” Her plans for next year are to start at Regis Uni-
versity as a freshman, following the path into a nursing program to become a certified Nurse Practitioner, Pediatric Nurse, or 
an OB/GYN.  With the gift of a $60,000 scholarship, she is using it to attend Regis University. 
    Back to life in high school, she had her favorite classes that were all hard to choose from. They were challenging, yet also 
fun every time she walked in. Making a choice, she decided to pick her AP Literacy class with Mrs. Heller. “The learning 
wasn’t just about reading a chapter, and then having a test so we could move on. We went in depth and learned to incorporate 
different meanings and devices into our own personal lives. I truly miss this class because of the wonderful people and ideas 
we were surrounded with every day,” said Shelly.
   She said, “A teacher who helped me in my academic journey was Mrs. Roe. She has left Westy now, but still has a place in 
my learning experiences and journey to college.”
 Shelly adds that she helped boost her ACT score and learn how to really focus her confidence and will on something she 
wanted. “I’m sure she’s happy in helping students like me to do their best in everything they take up. And for all that, I am 
truly grateful for her.”
  Outside of school, one of her favorite things to do is volunteer at North Sub-
urban hospital to experience and help others even more, followed with various 
things such as multi-tasking just for the fun of it.  At home, she loves spend-
ing time with her siblings with a belief that family comes first. “I also watch 
a lot of dramas, TV shows like ‘Supernatural,’ ‘Salem,’ ‘Criminal Minds,’ and 
‘American Horror Story,’ and I also love watching animes,’’ she said. “When 
the weather is nice, I like to draw outside or ride my bike down to a park and 
read Mangas or young adult books. Reading is one of those things where you 
can really get away.” 
  She added, “Since I’m always focusing on the world around me, I often forget 
my own needs or thoughts. It has captured my into taking in my own tuition 
when I’m in classes like Project Lead The Way, when I’m volunteering at my 
hospital, or when I’m with friends or family.” 
   Her favorite activities and sports in high school were National Honor Soci-
ety as a Senior Representative, Link Crew, Advanced Placement (AP), Inter-
national Baccalaureate (IB) classes, yoga club, and International Ambassadors 
that is now called the Multicultural Ambassadors of Peace (MAP). She hopes 
to find another program like that again to help make a difference in. 
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Honor Graduates: Listed Alphabetically 
Aguilar, Guadalupe

Andrade Mendoza, Jose

Atkinson, Gavin

Atphasouk, Kathleen

Bailey, Gabriella

Barrios Ocampo, Benjamin

Chang Kisaphia

Chavez Bustillos, Brigith

Chittarath, Kelly

Covarrubias Gonzalez, Cinthya

Dang, Brian

Dickerson, Brandon

Dominguez, Angel

Dulys, Amelia

Garcia, Angelica

Gomez, Leslie

Haptonstall, Toni

Haro, Alyssa

Huizar, Vanessa

Ibarra Alvaro, (Fabian)

LaBonte, Jazlyn

Le, Vy

Lee, Jonna

Line-Bell, Daniel

Lo, Savanah

Long, Jacquelyn

Lor, Shelly

Lor, Kendrick

Lor, Alvin

Lorta-Lucero, Adilene

Loya, Erica

Luevano Nava, Yesenia

Ly, Vincent

Maes, Andria

Martinez, D’Angelo

Martinez, Luis

Martinez, Marcus

Martinez, Elijah

Martinez Puga, Alexa

Montanez, Marlenne

Montanez ,Fernando

Montes, Steve

Nguyen, Thanh Tu

Nunez Joel

Olivas Del Val, Arisbeth

Ordonez Zavala, Erik 

Orozco Saenz , Jaqueline

Pettis, Marianne

Phonthognsy, Hoang-Vincent

Phung, Tommy

Reyes Sanchez, Christian

Richardson, Jerome

Rivera Ojeda, Ruth

Robitaille, Amber

Romero, Michael

Salcido Alvarez, Korina

Sanchez Huerta, Jessica

Sayavong, Ellen

Serna Rivas, Clarisa

Sibayan, Michala

Silvera, Nastajah

Smith-Chavez, Elijah

Solis Santillano, Ingrid

Solis Valenzuela, Brandon

Swaney, Lauryn

Takahashi, Tanaya

Torres, Marco

Tran, Paul

Trujillo, Gerard

Vang, Serina

Velasquez, Bryan

Vidal Castro, Samantha

Westerwelle, Mara

Wood, Joni

Yanker, Ronald

Song:   “VERGE” by Owl City
Quote:  “Our lives are before us, our past behind us, but our 

memories are forever with us.”
Flower:  Red Rose
Motto: Dream B16
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Guadalupe Aguilar
Staff Reporter

   Saying goodbye after four years.  As I sit here writing what will be my last article for Westy’s newspaper, Wolf Pride, I feel happy and 
excited and nervous all at the same time. I guess you can say it’s a bittersweet feeling. I have been here at Westminster High School since 
my freshman year. I would consider myself a hardworking and driven person. My four years in high school have helped me realize how 
we shouldn’t take anything for granted and working hard towards what we want to achieve is the key to having a successful future. 
   My advice to all of the future graduating classes would be to not slack off and do your work on time, procrastinating is seriously the 
worst enemy when it comes to getting good grades, I know this because even though I do most of my work on time, like any other student 
sometimes I get lazy and say “I’ll start tomorrow,” and tomorrow ends up being the day before the assignment is due. 
   Although school should be one of your main priorities, that doesn’t mean you shouldn’t also have fun, If you really want to go some-
where… do it, because school should be something you work hard towards being successful in, but your life is something you should also 
have fun with and take any opportunity you receive to make new memories. 
   I would like to thank all of my teachers that I have had throughout high school for believing in me, and just overall helping to expand 

my knowledge. My family deserves a huge thanks, because they always push me towards success and guide me towards the correct path, and without them I’m not sure how motivated I 
would actually be.
    Finally, I would like to thank myself for striving towards success, I know that I have had many great influences that kept me on the correct path during high school, but I also know that 
I worked hard myself, and it doesn’t matter how great your teachers are, if at the end of the day, you don’t believe in yourself, and don’t work hard to succeed. 
   I will see all of you at graduation, as I walk towards the stage to receive my diploma, and as we all get ready to begin a new chapter in our life and prepare to enter the real world.

Saying Goodbye

Jose C. Lopez Reyes
Staff Reporter
 
   It’s not saying “goodbye” that hurts, what hurts is leaving behind most of the friends and faculty I met here since I started high school back in 2012. I 
still remember walking into the school doors for Freshman Orientation on August 19, 2012 as a 14 year old. It has been a long journey that has flown 
by in time, and is near its end. May 21, 2016 marks 12 years of free education, and so many friends who have entered and exited my life. Thus, a new 
chapter is being built as well. Now, major event deadlines in life come so soon, so do not waste time! As being a child and running around through 
these halls, I will finally begin my life as an adult. You can only be a senior once, I made the best of it as much as I could. Time is more valuable than 
money. You can get more money, but time is so limited. When you hear the saying, “Times flies,” do not be fooled when you see the calendar and let 
days go by, when you least expect it high school will be over. 
   Stressing out as graduation day is around the corner, I learned that high school, and life in general, will bring tears, smiles, anger, and happiness. 
You forgive and forget conflicts you may have, even though some events or people cannot be forgotten, you will remember happy times you had with 
them. Never live with hate in your life which will put you in sorrow and misery. You know who your real friends are at this point in time, and you 
value the ones who have stuck by you throughout the years. 
   Freshman year was a year of shyness and transformation to a teenager, and the discovery of myself. Being jealous of the  seniors driving to school, I 
was the kid walking to the bus stop. Sophomore year came around, 15 years old, I had just gotten my first California driving permit, and got my first 
car, a 1992 Honda Civic. Joining weight training my junior year, I lost 80 pounds and joined the newspaper staff as well as getting my first job at Jack 
in the Box. Senior year is finally here, and so much is going on, but to sum it up, I did Winter Indoor Track, and continued to write for newspaper. 
   High school is a short four year ride from start to finish, and you only have one shot at it.  Senior year is a year full of stress that finally worth to 
work for. Walking across stage receiving your diploma is such an amazing feeling yet to experience. I would like to thank three special teachers who 
have helped me and encouraged me these past four years. Mrs. Warren, Ms. Miya and Mrs. Robinson.  If it weren’t for their support and style of 
teaching, I would not be standing at this point. Mrs. Previdi is also one of the best counselors Westminster High School has. Helping me and pushing 
me throughout senior year is something I will never forget.   
   Looking forward after graduation, I look forward to moving back home to Riverside, California and starting college at Riverside City College or the University of California Riverside/
Irvine and double majoring in Computer Science Engineering and Criminology. I would also like to minor in Journalism because I love to write.  Debating on whether I should study 
in Colorado, I could also study in the same fields at Metropolitan State University of Denver. I plan on starting my college studies in the Spring of 2017, meanwhile working and taking 
a break from school for six months. 
   As the final day approaches Friday, May 13, I will walk out these doors, look back at that Westminster High School sign, and smile for my accomplishments and learn from my mistakes. 
These four years are yours, be outgoing, make the best out of them, have fun, and be yourself! As the Class of 2016 says their goodbyes, new doors open to adulthood. 

As a Chapter Ends, A New One Begins



LETS   GO   B16 ’
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Alex Palos
Business Editor
Centerspread Editor

   As the years have gone 
by, and my final paper 
comes out, I think of the 
mistakes and accom-
plishments, and I feel 
good about how it’s gone. 
   Even though I have 
failed classes and made 
enemies, I don’t resent 
them. I’d rather thank 
them for being who they 
really are, and not for 
who they weren’t. I’m 
grateful to all the teachers 
who helped me through-
out my senior year and  
didn’t give up on me. 
   My life has been like no one could possibly guess, I lost family that's 
been close to me, and I gained new family that I’ve never thought would 
be possible. 
   As the days go by, I think about the past, and how much I’ll miss every-
thing I’ve done, and how much it meant to me and I appreciate it. I can’t 
thank everybody who’s stayed in my life. As my final days at Westy go by, 
they do stress me in many ways, but I know my family has my back both 
here at school and at home.
   No matter how much I tried and cried, I never gave up and never will 
because I know it won’t help at all.
   I just wanted to say thank you to my teachers for everything they have 
done and believing I could do it and make it.

This is the End
Fabian Ibarra
Editor-in-Chief 
Features Editor

   As I reach the end of my high school career, I can’t help but have this bittersweet feeling. Looking back at who 
I was when I started high school, I am amazed with all the changes that I have gone through. I went from being 
that weird freshmen who was scared to talk to people to being the loud senior who can converse with just about 
anyone. I have changed so much more than I ever imagined I would.
    When people talk about all the experiences they have in high school, I always assumed they were exaggerat-
ing. I mean, come on, it’s just high school, but boy was I wrong. So much can happen in the short span of four 
years. Everything is a new experience, and you not only learn new things in the classroom, but outside of it as 
well.
    During this time, you are still impressionable and finding the right group of friends can make the difference 
between graduating after four years or having to drop out. Luckily, I found friends who always helped me when 
I needed it, and checked me when I was messing up. I also found teachers who were real with me and wanted to 
see me succeed. With all that positive energy around, I had no choice but to give it my all to graduate.
   There is too many memories here that I will never forget.  The hard part, and the part that scares me, is decid-
ing what to do after. School has been the center point in my life from the age of six, and suddenly it’s over. Now, 
I am faced with having to make some very important decisions about my future that might affect me for the rest 
of my life. That’s scary man. Having to make such big decisions at such a young age really doesn’t seem fair to 
me. I mean I can’t even go the bathroom without asking permission, but life isn’t always fair I guess. The only 
thing I can do is take the step forward and hope for the best.
    I want to also take the time to thank all the teachers who have helped me through these four years.
   I would like to thank Mrs. Rapp for being one of the best 
math teachers ever, and for having put me in so many awk-
ward situations my freshman year. All of those weird mo-
ments helped me be more relaxed and helped make me who 
I am, thank you.
  I also want to thank Ms. Costas for being an amazing 
teacher, and for putting up with me the whole year. You al-
ways helped me wrap my head around all those crazy cal-
culus problems, I don’t know how I’m still sane, thank you.
   I can’t forget Mr. Williams, my AE teacher for being there 
from the beginning, and always making sure that I gave my 
best. He never let me get away with the bare minimum, in-
stead always making me give my all so that I could graduate 
with no regrets.
   I can’t forget to thank Mrs. Piper for being an amazing 
counselor, and for letting me join mediators, and making it 
a big part of my life. All of the different experiences that I 
gained in peer mediators really helped mold me into a dif-
ferent person. 
   And last, but definitely not least, I want to thank Mrs. War-
ren for giving me the opportunity to write in the newspaper 
and to go into AP English. Ever since my sophomore year, 
she has helped me become not only a better student, but 
also a better person. Thank you for always supporting me 
through all the different challenges I have faced these years.
   Thank you to all of my teachers for having put up with all 
the craziness that eventually seeped out of me. As my high school story comes to a close, a new chapter in my 
life is about to begin.

Bernice Gonzalez
Entertainment Editor

   High school. It’s a pretty cha-
otic place, and it’s filled with a 
bunch of extraordinary things 
and people. I leave it all this 
year. It’s crazy how four years 
can pass by so quickly! 
   By your sophomore year of 
high school, you’re already 
wanting to leave this place, and 
come your senior year, you’re 
wanting every second to last just 
a little bit longer, the months 
to stretch out longer, and the 
memories to last forever. 
   Underclassmen don’t pass by school activities because they’re “lame” 
because they truly aren’t, they’re pretty great! Leaving high school is 
scary, facing the real world is scary, life gets scary sometimes but ya’ 
know that’s one of the many feelings life comes with. I’ll miss high school 
a lot more than I thought I would, and these four years have been pretty 
radical, filled with groovy people and extravagant adventures, but it’s 
time to move on now. 
   Goodbye high school, it’s been real.

Thank You All

It’s Been Real

“Don’t tell me the 
sky’s the limit, when 
there are footprints 

on the moon!”
                                        

 -Paul Brandt
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To: Link Crew Seniors
From: Mama. Heller
Dearest seniors… the class of 2016 
Link Leaders are the living definition 
of going big and constant total support 
for the program, their school, your 
frosh, and the Hellers. You are the 
leaders of hand crushing high fives, 
food challenges, teachers of life not 
being fair, and a constant inspiration 
to improve our program. Your Link 
family will be here for you forever; you 
are never leading alone. Life is a simple 
little song, there’s not much to it! Lead 
on dear friends and change the world 
for good!#starfish

To: Dylan
From: Mrs. Heller
Your trip in the AVID universe 
bounced you around and I feel so 
lucky that I had the opportunity to 
have you your senior year and be the 
one to wish you fare-thee-well. Truly 
my friend, I have enjoyed your humor, 
your kindness, and genuine presence 
in my room. You are a kind soul and 
I wish you all the luck in the world. 
Keep being you! It’s pretty amazing! 
Much congrats!

To: Tiffany
From: Mrs. Heller
Four years ago, I started this crazy ad-
venture of AVID, and there you were, 
the quiet, sweet girl representing the 
freshman class of two that year. Over 
your adventure of high school, you 
have remained my AVID kiddo and 
are my first AVID student to have been 
seen through all four years! I am so in-
credibly proud of the amazing young 
woman you have become! From AVID 
to AP English to student assisting, 
thank you for sticking with me, keep-
ing me going, and being my defender. 
I will miss you! The world is yours for 
the taking, seize it and do awesome!

To: The Link Crew Commissioners
From: Mama Heller
There has never been a more talented, 
passionate, and considerate group of 
young women than you four in the 
history of Link Commissioners. Your 
commitment to one another, the Link 
Crew, and the Hellers has been above 
and beyond. I am so proud of how 
your leadership skills have improved. 
We know that you now enter the world 
as confidently beautiful female leaders 
inspiring all! Tamales are always good 
for breakfast! Go rule the world ladies!

To: 1st Hour AP English Literature 
Class
From: Mrs. Heller
Some days the sun was shining, some 
days we were in the darkness. But 
never was it a dull moment at 7:05 
a.m.! If Socrates were alive, he would 
be truly inspired by your evolution of 
conversation. From the many voices of 
Coleman, betting who wouldn’t be late 
(M, K, D, J), the noisy sword, coming 
of age “jail-time,” and debates about 
Holden, it was the perfect way to start 
my day! Go forth my friends and al-
ways ask HOW!

Senior Class Stuco Officers
You have made the last three years 
quite a ride-almost every day you love-
ly Sunshines put a smile on my face!  
I hope your time here at Westy will 
leave you with warm memories, good 
friendships, and a desire to make the 
world a better place
     Ms. Johnson

Cinthya Covarrubias
What can I even say…you are going 
places, sister!  I know that one day you 
are going to run something….you will 
be a boss….you will have high expec-
tations of everyone around you (be-
cause you have them of yourself)….
and you will make a difference….and 
you will never, ever, ever, ever say….
       Ms. Johnson

De’Lo
You’ve set the bar this year, sunshine!  I 
have so appreciated all your hard work 
and truly enjoyed our conversation…
you are good people.  Here’s hoping 
some of my more positive OCD ten-
dencies can help you in the future!
       Ms. Johnson

Cin-for-the-win, Kimmy, Jack-Jack
Your enthusiasm for spirit days rivals 
only that of me, P-Curls & Herter….
remember, no matter how rough life, 
work, or school get, you should always 
take time to be silly, ridiculous, and 
laugh at yourself.
      Ms. Johnson

Class of 2016
Think B16, Act B16, Love B16….
Dream B16!
Johnson and Herter

Yuzaleth, Joaquin, Jacobo, Roberto, 
Victor, Bryan, Tiana, Aaron, Alexis, 
Juan, Natalie, Jose, and Clarisa:
You made it! Even though I tell you 
this all the time, I want you to hear it 
once more—spending time with you 
renews my faith in humanity. Every. 
Single. Day. When fear of uncertainty 
creeps in (and it will), remember that 
you are strong. You’re going places. 
You are all miracles. Keep a little po-
etry in your pocket for the days you 
need it most (along with some good 
music and a little art, too) and go find 
the path that brings you joy. 
Ms. Breaslain 

Daniel Ma,
DANIEL MA EVERYBODY!
Music

Michael Romero:
Your kindness and good humor have 
been a delight over the last few years.  
I will truly miss our banter, laughs and 
your basketball fever.
Music
 
Tommy Phung,
You have been a brilliant and positive 
force in both this school and when you 
were in my class.  The world is truly 
lucky to have you.
Music

Taylor Saavedra, Ray-Ann Sager, An-
gelica Salazar, Erika Rivera, Unique 
Gonzales, Vanessa Murphy, Corey 
Baca and Brandon Benegas 
Message: You eight have made my 
life…interesting these last four years. 
You have tested me, pushed me, and 
made me love each of you. I wish you 
all the best in your futures. Remember 
that you truly are capable of anything 
you put your mind to.  I’m proud of 
you, and I know that you will continue 
to make me proud. WHS will not be 
the same without you. Congratula-
tions!!!
Ms. Miya
 
Miya’s Academic Enrichment
Message: What a wild wonderful ride 
we’ve had! Thank you for sharing your 
high school experience with me. I wish 
you the best in all you do!
Ms. Miya
 
Tiffany Yang
Message: Good luck in college! I will 
miss having you stop by. You’ve grown 
so much these last four years; please 
continue to be the confident, amazing 
person that you are!
Ms. Miya

Alyssa Ortiz
Message: Congratulations! I’m glad 
that I had the chance to be your teach-
er. I hope that you continue to be the 
independent, creative person that you 
are as you move into the next phase of 
your life. I fully expect to see your art 
work featured in a museum or gallery 
one day! 
Ms. Miya
 
Laura Warren 
Message: Best of luck to you! I am so 
proud of the hard work you have ac-
complished! Never give up! 
Ms. Miya

Class of 2016
Message: To all of you that I have had 
the honor of teaching, thank you. We 
started here together, and now you are 
leaving to forge new beginnings. The 
best advice I can give you is to work 
hard and be proud as you look back at 
your accomplishments; shortly there-
after, start making new goals. Now, go 
out and show the world what you’re 
made of! 
Ms. Miya

To my Seniors, past and present.  
Thank you for being such a beloved 
and wonderful part of my life for the 
last few years.  You are the reason this 
job is the best job in the world.  Go 
forth and keep on rocking it.
Music

Samantha Ondik,
Thank you for always being so gra-
cious, for smiling and for offering a 
friendly face first thing in the morn-
ing.
Music

Stephanie Velasquez,
You are utterly amazing.  I will REAL-
LY miss you.  I’m so glad that I could 
have your joy, laughter and grace in 
my life.
Music

Xay Thao,
I’ll miss your silent smiles and su-
per amazing work.  Keep rocking the 
strong, silent and awesome.
Music

Luis Fernandez,
You really are super talented and you 
have a wicked sense of humor.  Glad to 
have a great last semester.
Music

Aurelio Casillas Jr,
You added so much to my life during 
your time here (including cred lol).  I’ll 
miss the conversations and the good 
jokes. Keep it real.
Music

Savannah Miller,
Thanks for the help and the laughs.  I 
will miss you dearly.  You are simply 
wonderful.
Music
Yesenia Burciaga,
Thanks for all the help, especially so 
early in the morning.  You made life a 
lot easier for me for sure!
Music
Skylar McDonald,
Stay strong and continue your journey 
in the arts.  Thanks for your sweetness.
Music
Laura Warren,
Thanks for the visits, for the friendly 
morning chats and for all the funny 
jokes.
Music
Alyssa Boss,
You are pretty fabulous and you always 
brought a smile to my face.
Music
Eric Ceniceros,
You are SUPER talented.  Keep mak-
ing art!
Music
Javier Cobarrubias,
JAVI!  Your art is amazing, and I hope 
you keep on making it on your path to 
soccer stardom.
Music
Mixtli Hernandez,
Thanks for you hard work, brilliant at-
titude and huge smile.  So glad to have 
seen you grow over the years.
Music
Dayana Lucero,
You are one of the sweetest people I 
have ever met, and you bring such a 
gentle and kind presence to wherever 
you are.
Music
Brandon McKainMiller,
We argued countless times….  But I al-
ways found you to be a highly intellec-
tual, if not infuriating debate partner.
Music

Vincent Phonthongsy,
I enjoyed all of our conversations 
about random things, and I thank you 
truly for all of your hard work and 
quirky jokes.
Music
Cristian Valdivia Soto,
Thank you for working so hard and for 
all your nice greetings!
Music
Ying Yin,
I was delighted to have had you in 
class>  you are a true joy.
Music
Alejandro Rodriguez,
I’m so proud of you.  You have worked 
so hard, been so, just plain awesome.  
Our family will not be the same with-
out you. 
Music

Ms. Music’s IB IB Seniors:
Dimitirous Banuelos: You crack me 
up.  You are witty, sarcastic and quite 
humorous.  Indeed.

Brigith Chavez: I was always glad of 
your visits in the morning, and all our 
conversations.  I’ll miss you eleganza 
lady.
Amelia Dulys: You are such a lovely 
young woman.  Keep being strong and 
knowing yourself. 
Angelica Garcia: Underarmor and 
Starbucks.  I’ll always remember our 
morning chats and your ovely impasto.
Amy Loi: You are so vibrant, brave and 
true.  I’ll miss your passion and goofi-
ness.
Marcus Martinez: I’ll miss your sly 
smile and your open honesty.  Keep 
strong and keep doing that spray paint!
Steve Montes: I truly enjoyed all the 
heckling, jokes and just plain knowing 
you.  I think my street cred went way 
up as a result…
Moises Ramirez: You are such a genu-
ine and funny guy.  I’ll miss you has-
sling you for the late lunches.
Ruth Rivera: It has a privilege to see 
you grow over the years. You are a 
graceful, refined and intelligent young 
woman.
Amber Robitaille: I’m very proud of 
how you have persevered through all 
the hardships and craziness.  Keep on 
shining.
Korina Salcido: I’ll remember your 
infectious laugh and deadpan humor.  
Thanks for being so involved and com-
mitted. 
Marco Torres: Thanks for the terrible 
jokes, the long winded pitches and for 
being a genuine joy.
Serina Vang: You are utterly delightful.  
I was touched by all your hard work 
and thoughtfulness.
Brandon Dickerson:  Thanks for so 
much really.  You were such a positive 
force and a wonder to get to talk to and 
see every day.
Matt Gregg: I’ll miss your sarcasm and 
your casual humor. I’ll always treasure 
my savage panda!
Alan Martinez: You are such a deep 
and kind person.  I’ll miss your hard 
work and insights.
Arisbeth Olivas Del Val: You are truly 
gifted and just a truly soulful and kind 
person.

Alyssa Ortiz: I’m so glad that we fin-

ished this journey on a high note and 
to have gotten to see you for those ex-
tra 7ths.
Brandon Solis: You made me laugh, 
sigh in exasperation and smile.  I’m 
still jealous of all your food…
Judith Tena:  You are a lovely and 
BRIGHT young woman.  Never let 
anything tell you otherwise.
Gerard Trujillo: I loved your quirki-
ness, your sarcasm and your sharp wit.  
I know that you will go SO far.
Joni Wood:  I’m very proud of how far 
you have come.  Thanks for the hard 
work and the care you took.
Music
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The seniors in Boys basketball.  Thanks 
for making the past 4 years and espe-
cially this past season a lot of fun and 
going through all the highs and lows 
with me!
Coach Gym tijoMcBuckets

Isaiah Chavez,
Tree Man.  You are such rad and mel-
low dude with some wicked art chops.  
Thanks for the visits, help and good 
vibes.  Miss yah.
Music

2016 Senior Football Players,
Congratulations on earning the first 
league championship for the West-
minster Wolves football program. 
Your hard work and dedication has set 
the bar high for future Westminster 
football teams to strive for. It has been 
my pleasure to be part of your growth 
as a football player and young man for 
three years. Good luck with all of your 
future endeavors. If the going ever 
gets tough, think of the lessons of Iron 
Mike. “Get off the ball, keep your head 
up and drive your feet.”
Coach Mattei

To all of the seniors who call me Court-
ney or Mom, you know who you are, 

Pick a career that you are passionate 
about, not one that you or someone 
else thinks you SHOULD have. If your 
boyfriend, girlfriend, or friend treats 
you or themselves with anything less 
than love, understanding, and respect, 
they aren’t worth it. Live life with a 
heart of gratitude and love, not judge-
ment. Get outside. Exercise. Eat real 
food. Ramen is not real food. Honor 
yourself and your needs, even if that 
means you stay in when your friends 
want to go out. Make safe choices. 
Don’t do things that would make me 
worry. Try new things. Learn to say 
you’re sorry. It’s OK to be wrong.  Be 
nice to yourself.  Visit occasionally.
Mrs. Robinson

Angel
You can dance if you want to!
Curlee

Toni
I’m so proud to be a member of the 
Grim Reader’s club with you.
Curlee

Jacquillin
You’re a nerd, but you’re my favorite 
nerd.
Curlee

DD
You may be riff-raff, but also you’re 
super cool.
Curlee

Marcus Martinez
You have amazed me with your 
strength (internal, not of the “can’t 
wear pants” variety) and fortitude.
Coach Persh

Ruthencrantz and Guildenstern
You guys aren’t dead.  In fact, you’re 
AMAZING, and I’m so glad I got to be 
your teacher.
Curlee

Marco
This sums it all up: high five, low five.  
We’re the coolest.
Curlee

My boiiiiiiiiii!
What’s good for lunch?!
CurlScout

BLee18:
So…it’s a fern?  Named…Ernesto?  I 
don’t get it.
Curlee

Lil G
Just promise me you’ll remember 
what’s TRULY in the mirror.
Curlee

Di
YOU are the most amazing person.  
YOU are the one with the spark.  
Curlee

Gatkinson
Remember when you were Sloth?  That 
was awesome.
Curlee

Brigith:
Thanks for giving me the BEST story 
ever to tell slackers.  You’re the tough-
est.
Curlee

Kelly
That “World’s BEST Teacher” award 
will be around for a long time, because 
it makes me think of you.
Curlee

Dickerson
Congrats on winning The Nerd Squad.  
Square up.
Curlee

LeFarias:
Try to be more sassy, all the time.  
Spanish and English.
LeCurlee

Matt:
You’re right.  I’ll try to stop being a 
bully.  
Curlee

Vanessa:
Just…you’re the best.
Curlee

Yohannes Kactus
I hope SOMEONE in college can ap-
preciate that you have the world’s best 
names.
Kurlee

Alan and Brandon
One word: blondie.
Curlee

Alize
I believe in you.
Curlee

Stevie!
Two weeks left is still enough to make 
me super happy.  You’re the real MVP.
Curlee

Arisbeth
Don’t be afraid to follow your heart.
Curlee

Erik
Onward!
Curlee

Tommy
In the light and the darkness, things 
will always be ok.  
Curlee

Amber
You’re a wonderful mother.
Curlee

The Shoe!
Remember that one time you were 
awesome?  Oh wait…that’s all the time.
Curlee

Serina
More sass.  Much, much, more sass.  
Serina sass is the best.
Curlee

B-Rad
It’s…not a half day…or anything.
Curlee

Yonald Ranker:
1-800-Highlight Green
If you’re reading this it’s working
Knawk it off mate
Curlee

Mo:
For serious though, you’re beautiful.
Curlee

Cin!
I just don’t think your smile could be 
sweeter.
Curlee

To my senior classes:
I’m so lucky to have been your teach-
er!  Thank you for your sweetness and 
your humor.  I’m proud of you.
Curlee

Elijah
You’re a good big brother.  Kind of a 
pill (in a good way), but also awesome.  
Self-made, am I right?
Curlee

Mr. Ferguson’s Marketing 2 class
Message: Great job on winning the 
FIRE Within competition! It’s been 
an honor and a privilege being your 
teacher. (Four years for some of you!) 
Thank you.
Mr. Ferguson

Jocelyn Becerra
While you would rather be anywhere 
but in class, I appreciate your consis-
tent effort and beautiful spirit.  I know 
you will be changing lives with your 
enthusiasm.  
Mrs. Mekelburg

Sandra Abrego Vallejo
You are the quietest young woman I 
have ever met but also the most cre-
ative!  I love how you are always in 
class and on target.  Your presence 
gave me a calmness on days I was not.  
Thank you.
Mrs. Mekelburg

Ever Elias Hernandez
I am amazed at how dedicated you 
were in getting your assignments com-
pleted.  Your focus was immeasurable 

and very encouraging.  
Mrs. Mekelburg

Chris Tran
While you could have been caught up 
all year, your enthusiasm is contagious 
and welcoming.  Keep up the consis-
tent effort to make a difference in your 
world.  
Mrs. Mekelburg

Janeth Estrada
Your presence and consistent effort 
was so encouraging during my first se-
mester here at WHS.  You are a bless-
ing and I know you will be positively 
impacting many people in your life 
ahead.
Mrs. Mekelburg

Marcos Ojeda
What can I say about a young man 
who was energetic with a flare for fun!  
You filled my first semester  with hope 
and for that I say, “Thank you.”  Go 
change your world, Marcos!
Mrs. Mekelburg

Maria Ramos
I appreciate your quiet, continuous ef-
fort in staying on task and really work-
ing on completing assignments.  You 
are a gift to this world, so take that risk 
and do what you are passionate about.  
Mrs. Mekelburg

Perla Arellano
You are an amazing, young wom-
an.  The language barrier has never 
stopped you from continuing to com-
plete and understand everything you 
were assigned.  While I spent lots of 
time with you during the first semes-
ter, I treasure our individual time this 
second semester.  Do not settle - go for 
greatness!! 
Mrs. Mekelburg

Natalie Taylor
I enjoyed your beautiful spirit and ea-
gerness to stay focused and on task.  
During second semester, I missed 
our lunches together.  I am SO proud 
to hear you are graduating early!  Go 
make a difference in your world. 
Mrs. Mekelburg 

Justine Galvan
I am very pleased to be able to say 
you were my student during my year 
here at WHS.  Your calmness helped 
so many different times when I was 
not calm.  While you never knew, you 
were a rock and helped me so much 
during first semester.  Continue to be 
that presence in many other lives in 
the years ahead.
Mrs. Mekelburg

Marlenne Montanez
Message:  I’m so proud of all that you 
have accomplished, and I look for-
ward to the day that we can call you 
Dr. Montanez.  It’s not going to be easy, 
but I know that you have the drive and 
determination to make it happen!  
Thanks for being a great student as-
sistant and always having a positive 
attitude.  The world needs doctors like 
you!
Mr. Martin

 

Eva Jaramillo
Message- It has been wonderful work-
ing with you for three years in a row 
and seeing how much you have grown 
over the years. I will miss having you 
next year! Mrs. Martin

Javier Casas 
Javi it has been so awesome having you 
as my assistant the last two years. You 
are a great person, and I appreciate you 
always willing to help whenever you 
can. You will go far in life Javi. 
Adri Rodriguez and A200 Staff 

Gavin, Brian, and Brandon- nothing 
came easy, you never stopped working, 
and it always mattered.  Thanks for ev-
erything, Coach Kizer

Hola Awesome ELA 4 and ELA 2 Se-
niors…
Personality tests, narratives, research 
essays, informercials, presentations, 
reading role sheets, fiction, non-
fiction, Learning Targets, Empower, 
Google Docs-ing, etc. etc. etc. and on 
and on…So many things…so little 
time….and such an astonishing, mon-
umental effort, especially at the last 
minute…  
Senior-i-tis, Procrastination-i-tis, Cra-
zyTeacher-i-tis, AKA Núñez-i-tis…
call it what you may, I’d like to call it 
Miraculous-i-tis Push-i-tis Get-it-
DONE-i-tis.  It takes lots of brains, 
guts, sweats, and fears to make it reals, 
and I am very proud of your efforts, no 
matter what the outcome.  I’ve learned 
from you almost as much as what I 
hope you’ve learned from me and from 
each other.
Before you go, please…

•PROMISE me you will return to visit 
and tell me all about the life you’ve cre-
ated for yourself and your loved ones.  
•PROMISE me you won’t wake up 
screaming about a nightmare you had 
of me hovering over you telling you 
about your missing work.  
•PROMISE me you’ll actually come to 
a realization that this was all worth it 
and you’ve become a stronger person 
because of our experiences together.  
Finally…
•PROMISE me you’ll remember me 
as that “crazy teacher” who believes 
in you, cares about you, and loves you 
almost as much as your own parents 
do… 

While it’s a bit too late to sign the 
adoption papers because you are al-
ready “of age,” I hope you’ll always re-
member my own efforts to engage you, 
teach you, and guide you.  

You have an appointment with me on 
May 21, 2026, at 2:30.  Whether you’ll 
drive up in your Ferrari, a Pinto, sim-
ply get off the RTD, or even on the 
plane called Airforce One, I’ll be proud 
to shake your hand…but be careful, I 
might give you an assignment with the 
other.
Your caring, loving, step-mom/teacher 
nightmare who wishes you nothing 
but the best,
Ms. Maria Núñez
WHS Literacy/CLD Teacher
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Uriah Hernandez
I have truly enjoyed watching your 
growth into one of the strongest, most 
caring young women I know.  I am 
soooo proud of you! 
Love you,
Ms Piper

Cass Cisneros and Miranda Robledo
You two simply amaze me.  You could 
both very well be on totally different 
paths, but you have maintained your 
commitment to staying strong and 
have created paths of success for your-
selves.  I am so proud of you both!!!
Love you,
Ms Piper

Senior Mediators-Fabian Ibarra, 
Makala Silver, Marco Torres, Maria 
Osorio, Heidi Reyes, and Jackie Oro-
zco
Thank you for making Westy a safer 
and more loving place for everyone!  
I will truly miss you all and wish you 
the best of luck in your futures!!!
Love you all,
Ms. Piper

Chemistry, Period 5
To my 5th period family, I will miss 
you all. Thank you all for a great year! 
Good luck with all the places you will 
go!
Ms. Bovia

Corey Baca
High Five to you!  Congratulations 
Corey for a job well done.
Ms. Gilbert

GDIM 2/3 Seniors
Message: Thank you guys for continu-
ing to strengthen the legacy of GDIM 
– you guys keep raising the bar. Now 
go out there -- BE AWESOME and 
KEEP CREATING!
Laura Seward

Jerome Scott Richardson
Message: Kids like you are the reason 
I love my job – thank you for be in-
spiring and inspired, it was a pleasure 
teaching you! KEEP CREATING! 
Can’t wait to say “I knew him when . 
. .”
Laura Seward

To:  Ms. Rapp’s Student Assistants: 
Alexis, Ashley, Ashley, Aspen, Brian, 
Brooklyn, Jesus, Joceline, Kim, No-
emi, Sabrina
Thank you all so much for your amaz-
ing hard work and support this year!  
You are amazing people and I’m gon-
na miss you!
Best wishes and keep in touch!  I love 
you guys!
Love, Ms. Rapp

Counseling Office Assistants: Davina, 
Tommy, Selena, Alexis, Andres, Ju-
dith, Makala, Fabian, Heidi, Jazlyn, 
Uriah, Denise, Nastajah, and Isabella.
Thank you for all of your help this 
year! We appreciate all of you and 
look forward to seeing where the fu-
ture takes you.
Counseling Office

Dearest Josefina,
Thank you for laughing at all of my sil-
ly jokes and for our special friendship!
You will be wonderful out there!
Mrs. O’Donnell

Sofia De La Riva Luevan0
Girl, since you were first in my class 
as a freshman your growth has been 
amazing to watch.
I appreciate you doing your part so 
you could get it all done. Congratula-
tions, you done good!
 Mrs. (King) Dooley
 
Jesus Lopez
Jesus! Congratulations on making it 
through all your math courses. You al-
ways had a fantastic work ethic,
and all your hard work paid off. 
Thanks for being a great kid and stu-
dent. Good luck to you kiddo!
 Mrs. (King) Dooley
Salin Nguyen
My special girl, I’m really honored to 
have been your teacher, your confident 
and biggest fan. You can do
whatever you want in this world when 
you put your mind to it as you’ve 
found. I’m darn proud girly. Much
love and luck to you. Congratulations!
Mrs. (King) Dooley
Samantha “River” Ondik
I have so enjoyed getting to know you, 
our quiet time at lunch and just talking 
about whatever was going on. I appre-
ciate your support on those challeng-
ing days and know I wish you all the 
best! Thanks for achieving, I knew you 
would!! Congratulations!
Mrs. (King) Dooley
Amy and Amber Robitaille
For my very favorite twins in all my ca-
reer, I wish you both the best in all you 
do in the future. Thank you for work-
ing so hard and doing your very best. 
You both are special in your own way, 
and I’m so glad I got to spend some 
time getting to know you in PreCal 
as you girls are awesome. Congratula-
tions you two, you so deserve it!
Mrs. (King) Dooley
6th Period PreCal
I will say you guys and girls were some 
of the funnest bunch of Seniors I’ve 
had in all my career. You always found
a way to make me laugh and lordy 
did you educate me on many levels. 
Thanks for the laughs, thanks for the 
kindness, and I do hope you learned a 
little something. Good luck gang every 
one of you WILL be great achievers 
in life. Stay the course,peace out clan, 
you’re so loved!
Mrs. (King) Dooley 
7th Period PreCal
My studious group of Seniors please 
know you all have been some of the 
hardest workers ever! You made my 
day by enjoying the math(most days) 
or you faked it well,  always leaving 
me with a sense of gratification and 
smiles. You guys are the braniacs of
my kiddo’s, and I am so proud of you 
because all that hard work paid off! 
Congratulations 7th period. You done 
good!
 Mrs. (King) Dooley

Yesenia Nava
Thank you for your leadership on and 
off the field.
Coach Hutch

Erika Rivera
You have become one of my all-time 
favorites.  (But don't tell the others!)
Coach Hutch

Mirka Jara Rivas
Thank you for giving me a little crazy 
in my life!
Coach Hutch

Sammi Vidal
Thanks for continuing the Vidal tradi-
tion at WHS soccer!
Coach Hutch

Alondra Saucedo
You are my rock, kid!  Best of luck.
Coach Hutch

Amy Loi
Sister!  Remember, there is the fam-
ily you are born with and the one you 
choose.  Both of them count and have 
made you who you are today. 
Coach Hutch

World History/Geography Blocks 
1,5,6 & 7
I have tried to teach you the ways of 
the world, enlightening you about the 
struggles of others and empowering 
to create change. At this milestone in 
your life I have six final words of wis-
dom for you: go forth, and do great 
things. 
Mr. Pullano

David Rivera & Luis Giron
I’m very proud of the hard work you 
have both put into completing this 
year’s requirements! Good job! I hope 
life treats you both well. (:
-Mrs. Swafford

Pahoua Thao
I am incredibly proud of your accom-
plishments this year! You have been a 
delight to teach. Thank you for sharing 
your personal story with us and always 
being motivated to complete your 
work. You have inspired many people 
to accomplish greatness!
-Mrs. Swafford

Cesar Villalba-Gonzalez
Great work this year, Cesar! Thank 
you for always stepping up to the plate 
when asked and being a positive role 
model for others in class. Take care!
-Mrs. Swafford

ELA 3, 5th period Seniors
Wow! It was a crazy year and you defi-
nitely kept me on my toes. What you 
accomplished this last semester was 
nothing short of a miracle, and you de-
serve every single bit of the credit you 
earned. Great job! I will miss all the 
craziness and brilliance you brought 
to class. Best of luck with your futures!
-Mrs. Swafford

ELA 1, 3rd hour Seniors
You made me laugh so hard I snorted. 
Thank you! Keep pushing forward. 
You can and will achieve your dreams! 
<3 
-Mrs. Swafford

To the class of 2016 RMS students
It has been an amazing experience to 
see you grow and mature over these 
last 4+ years. I am so privileged to have 
been able to work with you at Ranum 
and Westy. All of us teachers knew 
back then that you were a special and 
amazing group and you have  not dis-
appointed. I can’t wait to see where you 
go in the years to come.  Congratula-
tions!
Ms. Messenger

Vicente Salazar
Tanya Hernandez
Tanya and Vicente,
Thanks for being great students and 
student assistants most of all! I will 
surely miss you guys.
Good luck and enjoy this new chapter!
 Ms. JP

Luis Alan Martinez and Brandon Solis 
Valenzuela:
I can’t believe I have known you since 
you were in 6th grade!  Thanks for 
being my student assistants this year- 
good luck in the future!
Jessica Messmer
 
Mara Westerwelle and Jessica Sanchez:
You girls rock! Keep in touch!
Jessica Messmer

To my senior newspaper staff writers:

Fabian Ibarra
Thank you for your leadership this 
year as Editor-in-Chief and Features 
Editor.  I’ve enjoyed knowing you for 
two years and watching you grow into 
the admirable young man you are to-
day.  You are still one of the best inter-
viewers I’ve ever worked with on the 
school paper.
Mrs. Warren

Alex Palos
You have made newspaper your spe-
cial dedication this year, and I appreci-
ate all that you do for the paper and for 
me.  I’m proud of the work you’ve done 
as Centerspread Editor and Business 
Manager. You have excelled at layouts. 
Mrs. Warren

Jose Lopez Reyes
I’ve enjoyed knowing you over the 
years.  Your writing has been an asset 
to the newspaper this year.
Mrs. Warren

Guadalupe Aguilar
Thank you for always being on task 
and never late with stories!  Your quiet 
strength is always helpful and your 
writing is very good!
Mrs. Warren

Bere Gonzalez
Thanks for lending your talents to the 
newspaper this year!  You are a plea-
sure to advise.
Mrs. Warren

To my English 4 Classes
It has been an incredible journey lead-
ing you through your senior year les-
sons in literacy.  Your hard work and 
determination impress me, and your 
open and welcoming personalities 
brightened my days.  Reading books 
and plays, studying careers in depth, 
talking about current events, and 

studying films have been an absolute 
pleasure.  I will miss you all next year, 
and I would love to learn about your 
future adventures, so consider staying 
in touch.  Dream big and live well!
Mrs. Warren

To my senior AE students, it has been a 
great four years with some of you, and 
a nice year or two with the rest of you.  
I’m looking forward to reading your 
names at graduation.  Be proud, you 
made it!
Mrs. Warren

To my senior assistants:  Alexis, Jazlin, 
Lesly, Desmond, and Fabian thank you 
for all your help this year!  I couldn’t 
do it without you.
Mrs. Warren

To Ying Yin, Rafael Orta, and Manuel 
Roybal, I enjoyed knowing you in class 
this year.  I wish you all the best!
Mrs. Warren

Adams County Scholars
Matthew DeLoa- Front Range Com-
munity College
Vy Le- University of Colorado Boulder
Marlenne Montanez- University of 
Colorado Boulder
Marianne Pettis- University of Colo-
rado Boulder
Tommy Phung- University of Colo-
rado Boulder
Peierls Scholars
Ben Barrios Ocampo- Metropolitan 
State University of Denver
Alvaro Fabian Ibarra- University of 
Colorado Denver
Ruth Rivera Ojeda- Metropolitan State 
University of Denver
Korina Salcido- Metropolitan State 
University of Denver
Luis Martinez- Metropolitan State 
University of Denver
Leslie De La Torre Scholarship
Adrianna Jimenez- Metropolitan State 
University of Denver
Hyland Hills Parks and Recreation 
Employee Scholarship
Kendrick Lor- University of Colorado 
Denver
Paul Hustad Coaching Scholarship
CiaSiab Vang- Laramie County Com-
munity College
Westminster Retired School Employee 
Association Vocational Scholarship
Paul Tran- Johnson & Wales Univer-
sity
Westminster Retired School Employee 
Association Academic Scholarship
Hoang-Vincent Phonthongsy- Com-
munity College of Denver
District 50 Volunteer Rescue Unit 
Scholarship
Shelly Lor- University of Colorado 
Denver
Don Rhoda Promising Student Schol-
arship
Kisaphia Chang- University of Colo-
rado Denver
The Iver C. Ranum/WRSEA/Premier 
Members Credit Union Memorial 
Scholarship for Future Teachers
Marco Torres- University of Colorado 
Boulder
Leslee Sanchez- Metropolitan State 
University of Denver
William Shaffner Memorial Scholar-
ship-Angelica Garcia- University of 
Colorado Boulder
First National Bank ScholarshipVin-
cent Ly- Colorado State University
Leadership Scholarship
Thanh Nguyen- University of North-
ern Colorado
Outstanding Student Scholarship
Jacquelyn Long- Colorado School of 
Mines
Multicultural Ambassadors for Peace 
Scholarship
Hoang-Vincent Phonthongsy- Com-
munity College of Denver
Jonna Lee- University of Denver
Sugeily Terrazas- Metropolitan State 
University of Denver
Just Like Us Scholarship
Ever Elias- Front Range Community 
College
Dayana Lucero Pena- Community 
College of Denver
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Jose Andrade: Attend Metro State for a finance degree. “Don’t let your 
legal status hold you back from anything.”

Perla Arellano:  Work, then go to college. “Graduation is an exciting time, 
it’s both an ending and a beginning, it’s warm memories of the past and 
big dreams for the future.” 

Ronald Blan: Start college toward Registered Nurse pathway. “Live life to 
the fullest.”

Carson Campbell: College. “Be yourself.”

Isabella Carrasco: I guess I’m going to Yemen! “Never use ‘we’re on a 
break’ as an excuse.”

 Lesly Carrillo: “Life begins where fear ends.”

Cole Chacon: Work. “Never give up.”

Davina Duran: I plan on going to CSU for nursing and working on my 
RN career to help pay my tuition, I’ll be working at a mental hospital as a 
CNA. “Stay focused, but have fun, believe, but don’t be dumb.”

Jacob Garcia: Make my dreams a reality. “Me: Sorry I’m late… horrible… 
nightmare…visions. Teacher: It’s called life.”

Savannah Garcia: Army reserves, registered nurse. “It’s lit.” 

Spencer Gilvin: Fly-fishing guide.

Leslie Gomez: Continue education at a college. “Don’t get over-confident 
of late work, just get it done. (Just do it)” 

Unique Gonzales: Attending Metropolitan State University. “Take life 
slow and spend it with people who matter.”

Matthew Grega: Business/Engineering at CSU. “Senior year is a big tran-
sition. It’s about finding yourself and determining the adult you will be. 
Keep your mind and eyes open, it makes it a lot easier.”

Isidro Hernandez: Attend CSU. “Everyone can go to college.”

Daysi Herrera: Attend PIMA Medical Institute for Medical Assistant. 

Brian Hogan: Attend Doane College. “Do what you will want to do for a 
living the rest of your life.”

Mayra Karina Ibarra Adame: “Life is not about waiting for the storm to 
pass, it’s about learning to dance in the rain.”

Mirka Jara Rivas: Study philosophy at Metro. “Live savage, not average.”

Shelly Lor: I will be attending Regis University majoring in Nursing and 
volunteering in the hospital at North Suburban. “Nothing is really over 
until you stop trying, so don’t”

Adilene Lorta-Lucero: My plan is to go to college. “The whole purpose of 
education is turn mirrors to into windows.” -  Sydney J. Hams

Zach Lucero: Attend school to get my barber license. “Stay humble, and 
have ambition.”
 

Michelle Medina Churape: Moving to California.  “Get all the advice 
and instruction you can, so you will be wise the rest if your life.” 

Chris Medlin: Working on it. “Do the hard stuff now, make it easier for 
yourself later.”
 
Imelda Mendoza: Going to college.     “Enjoy the little things in life, be-
cause one day you will look back, and realize they were the big things.”

Dariano Olguin: To make music.  “I’m sorry Ms. Jackson.”

Alex Palos: Go to college.   “When you think of regret, think about the 
good things you could have.”

Jhair Perches: Disfrutar la vida.    “People who live in glass houses 
shouldn’t throw stones.”

Keven Peinado: “People hate what they don’t understand.”

Jazlin Ramirez-Lopez: “Positive minds, Positive vibes.”

Saira Ramirez Valadez: Go to a Community College for two years, then 
transfer to CU Boulder Pre-law.  “You don’t know how strong you are 
until being strong is the only choice.”

Maria Ramos: Work and go to school to become a RN.  “Keep looking 
forward!”

David Rivera: Start to apply for Police Academy.  “If I quit once,  it 
becomes a habit.”

Erika Rivera: My plans for next year would be coaching here for the 
girls volleyball team and going to Metro for my students.  “Do what is 
right, not what is easy.”

Amber Robitaille: Attend Regis University.  “Stick to your goals and 
you will succeed!” 

Amy Robitaille: Get a job.  “Don’t give up when your work gets hard to 
do.”

Alejandro Rodriguez: Enlist in the United States Marine Corps.  “Never 
lie, steal, cheat, or drink. But if you must lie,  lie in arms of those you 
love. If you must steal,  steal away from bad company. If you must 
cheat, cheat death. And if you must drink, drink in the moments that 
take your breath away.”

Gerardo Rodriguez: Go to College.  “Don’t be scared to do what you 
want life, just go after it.”

Ray-Ann Sager: Go to college for Criminal Justice.  “We were born to 
be real, not to be perfect.”

Octavia Sandoval: Move out of state.  “Don’t stress about senior year.”

Alondra Saucedo: I plan to attend FRCC and after that, transfer to Re-
gis to become a history teacher.  “Don’t slack off, enjoy time with your 
friends, be involved, and stay positive.”

Arturo Silva: Try to survive in the real world.  “Don’t get pregnant.”

Violet Zavala: “Underclassmen, actually go to class and try. It flies by, it 
really does.” 

The Wolf Pride newspaper staff attempted to contact all seniors through their literacy classes to share their plans for next 
year and some words of wisdom.  The following seniors responded.
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